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Amsterdam, September 14, 2001 / 010901
Philips and myTV partners bring TV-Anytime to life

World’s first complete prototype system represents important milestone towards personal video recorders based on open standards. 

At the International Broadcast Conference in Amsterdam (Westhal, stand 3.111), Philips Research and its partners in the European project myTV*) today showed the world’s first prototype of a personal video recorder (PVR) system based on TV-Anytime open standards. PVRs with local storage will revolutionize the way people watch television, as broadcast times and schedules become irrelevant. Trailer recording, group recording, remote programming and segmentation offer broadcasters and content providers new ways to attract and keep their viewers. Open standards, as being developed by the TV-Anytime forum, are essential for a strong evolution of this new business. 

PVRs automatically select and store TV programmes according to viewers’ preferences by analyzing content descriptions (‘metadata’) broadcast along with TV programmes and comparing these to the preference profile of the user. Proprietary PVRs, where the consumer device and metadata service form a closed system, have been deployed for some time. The TV-Anytime forum, consisting of 160 parties covering the entire broadcast chain (content creators, broadcasters, service providers, telecommunications companies and manufacturers of consumer devices), is developing open standards for the end-to-end signalling necessary to enable PVRs. This will enable consumers to explore and acquire a much wider range of TV content from a variety of sources, including new online interactive services. 

Defining and demonstrating standards

The myTV project, led by Philips Research, takes a leading role in defining and demonstrating TV-Anytime standards. It proposes new solutions and validates them by developing prototype applications. myTV makes TV-Anytime’s slogan “watch what you want, when you want” happen for the user. The prototype PVR now developed is the first complete TV-Anytime system and as such an important milestone in the creation of this standard. 

The demonstrator is a PVR driven by TV-Anytime data delivered within a digital video broadcast (DVB-MHP) signal or provided by one of a number of Internet servers. The system demonstrates many new options for future television. Examples are trailer recording (when a trailer of a programme is broadcast, just pressing the record button will make the system record the programme whatever the broadcast time or channel will be), group recording (for example recording all the programmes in a series at one push of a button), remote programming (controlling the system via the Internet or mobile phone, or receiving suggestions for interesting programmes via broadcasters websites), a personal TV channel (creating a virtual channel by automatically recording programmes that match the user’s interest profile) and segmentation (allowing the predefined non-linear use of recorded content). In addition, tools were developed which allow easy browsing through stored content and help the user to decide whether he wants to play a programme back or not. Within the project, Nokia developed a PVR based on TV-Anytime, which runs on top of the Nokia Mediaterminal and the Open Standard Terminal Platform (OST). This demonstrates the true interoperability of the TV-Anytime standard.
Downloadable applications

BBC, NOB and RAI have developed applications that can be downloaded to the PVR, showing that users have the freedom to choose applications from various broadcasters. The BBC application offers easy navigation and a profile based virtual channel. The NOB and RAI applications allow access to items in news programmes in the way users want. The University of Ljubljana developed a website with information about television programmes and the option to send a record command to the PVR by clicking on a programme. This shows that third parties have the opportunity to act as service providers by using TV-Anytime open standards.
 
New markets

Open standards, such as being developed and shown in this project, are essential for a strong and rapid evolution of this new market. They allow users to access all programme information, recommendation and automatic programming services they want. Furthermore, by combining TV-Anytime, MHP and local storage, an even broader range of new applications is created, for example targeted advertizing and subsequent purchasing via the return channel.

*) myTV is an IST project sponsored by the European Union and led by Philips Research. Cooperating partners are Nokia, British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), Dutch Broadcasting Services Corporation (NOB), RAI Radiotelevisione Italiana, University of Ljubljana and NDS.

More information on myTV is available from http://www.extra.research.philips.com/euprojects/mytv/
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Development of the user interface
Philips Research is part of Royal Philips Electronics. Besides the main laboratory in Eindhoven, The Netherlands, there are Research laboratories in France, Germany, the United Kingdom, Italy, Belgium, Taiwan, China, India, and the United States of America (collectively some 3,000 people). Philips Research concentrates on investigating promising options for innovations, which are turned into new or improved products of the Philips product divisions. About 0.9% of sales of Philips is spent on these corporate research activities, while total R&D efforts amount to approximately 7,3% of sales.

More information on Philips Research on: www.research.philips.com
Royal Philips Electronics of the Netherlands is one of the world’s biggest electronics companies and Europe’s largest, with sales of EUR 37.9 billion in 2000. It is a global leader in color television sets, lighting, electric shavers, color picture tubes for televisions and monitors, and one-chip TV products. Its 212,390 employees in more than 60 countries are active in the areas of lighting, consumer electronics, domestic appliances, components, semiconductors, and medical systems. Philips is quoted on the NYSE (symbol: PHG), London, Frankfurt, Amsterdam and other stock exchanges. News from Philips is located at www.news.philips.com
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